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Read more in the following publications from the 
Kidney Failure Series at www.kidney.niddk.nih.gov:

 ● Treatment Methods for Kidney Failure:  
Hemodialysis

 ● Home Hemodialysis

 ● Treatment Methods for Kidney Failure:  Peritoneal 
Dialysis

 ● Treatment Methods for Kidney Failure:  
Transplantation

What is conservative management?
Conservative management means your doctors 
take care of you without dialysis or a transplant.  
The doctors may give you medicines that make you 
feel more comfortable.  You can have conservative 
management in your home.  You may want to go 
to a hospice, a special place where you receive 
nursing care.  Some people choose conservative 
management when dialysis or a transplant would 
not help them live longer or would make them 
suffer longer.  Without dialysis or a transplant, you 
may live for a few weeks or several months.
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